
Tutorial for Installing Skype 2.8 on your Mac 
 
 

1. Open your internet browser and type Skype.com in the address bar. 
 

2. Hold your mouse over “Get Skype,” then select “Mac”. 

 
 



3. Select the green box that says “Download Now”. 

 
 



4. This will direct you to a download page and the Macintosh “Downloads” window will open to show the progress of the 
download. As soon as you see progress, you can close your internet browser (if you wish to do so) as it is no longer needed to 
complete the download/setup. 

 
 

 



 
5. The download will take a couple minutes. Once download is complete, select the “Clear” button on the “Downloads” window 

and/or close the window. 

 
 



6. You will notice that a new Window opened showing the Skype and Applications icons. Drag and drop the Skype file into the 
Applications folder. 

 
 
This copies the Skype software to your applications folder for easy access. 

 



 
7. Once the copy is complete, open the Applications folder, then find and open the Skype icon. The following message box may 

appear, just select the “Open” button to continue. 

 
 



8. The “Skype End User License Agreement” will open for you to read. Once finished reading, select the “Accept” button. 

 
 



9. Skype will now open and ask for a Skype Name and Password. Click the “Don’t have a Skype Name?” link just under the 
“Skype Name” field to create a new account. 

 
 



10. Enter all the information required, select and un-select the appropriate check boxes, and click the “Create” button. 

 
 
Note: The “Please contact me about new features, services and other Skype stuff” check box is auto selected, so if you do not want 
these email messages sent to your inbox, you need to un-select the check box. 
 



11. As soon as you select the “Create” button, Skype automatically starts signing you in to your new account. 

 
 



12. A new screen will appear that is titled “Edit Profile” which is where you can edit all your personal information that other 
Skype users in your Contacts list can see. Fill out all the information you’d like and select the “Apply” button (Profile content can be 
edited at any time). 

 
 



13. The Skype 2.8 main screen will now open. 

 
 



14. Now that Skype is running, lets get the Audio setup. Under the Skype menu, select “Preferences”.  

 
 



15. The General preferences will appear in a new window, select the “Audio” icon along the top of the window. 

 
 

16. Select the appropriate Audio input device and close the window. 

 
 



17. Back to the main screen, you’ll notice a contact named “Skype Test Call”. Click on the contact and select the green phone icon. 

 
 

18. A new screen will open up, this is the call screen. You have dialed an automated assistant that allows you to test your 
microphone and speakers (don’t worry, there is no charge for this service). You should hear a ring tone, then the automated assistant 
will ask you to leave a message after the tone, and then a second tone indicates when it has stopped recording (you’ll have ~10 
seconds to leave a message), then it will play it back for you. Simple as that! And don’t worry, if you try this and there is no answer, 
just try again. 

 



 
19. The next order of business is to verify that your video settings are correct. Go to the “Skype” menu and select “Preferences” 

again. 

 
 

20. This time select the “Video” icon along the top of the window.  

 
 



21. As long as you have a webcam and it is plugged in and turned on, you should see yourself in the video screen. Select the 
appropriate “Camera”, then select the “Enable Skype Video” and “Start my video automatically” check boxes. Select “people in my 
Contact list only” for both the remaining fields, then close the window. 

 
 



22. You are now ready to add contacts to your Contacts list. Click on the plus sign in the lower left-hand corner of the main screen. 

 
 



23. Skype allows you to search for other Skype users by Skype Name, full name, eMail address, or phone number. Just enter 
John’s Skype username (john.standefer) and click the “Search” button. 

 
 



24. A search results screen will open up, select john.standefer from the options and click on the “Add contact” button. 

 
 



25. The next window gives you the option to add your own message to John. Just click on the “OK” button and it will send the 
generic message already inserted in the text box. If you would like to send your own message rather than the generic one, you are 
more than welcome to do so. 

 
 

26. That’s it! You may add another contact, view John’s profile, or call John from this window, or if you are done, just select the 
“OK” button. 

 
  



27. If you’ll notice, John is now a contact in your Contacts list. 

 
 

28. Once you’ve arranged your Skype Guitar Lesson date/time with John, just open Skype, login, select him from your Contacts 
list, and then select the green phone icon. 
 
 
If you have any further questions/problems, please refer to the Support page at Skype.com. 


